
A guide to the:

Laos Wildlife Sanctuary



Focus: Multi-species                   Start Date: Sundays     
Location: Laos             Arrival & Starting Point: Vientiane 

Situated in the small town of Ban Keun, just 60km north of the country’s capital, lies the Laos Wildlife 
Sanctuary. This former zoo is home to more than 400 animals across a vast range of species, from bears to 
lizards and many others in between. The sanctuary stands as a pillar of hope for much of Laos’s threatened 
wildlife as the nation has struggled against the reality of the cruel wildlife trade.

Laos serves as a major gateway into illegal wildlife trafficking, with thousands of protected animals 
smuggled in and out of the country on a daily basis. Species such as the pangolin – the most trafficked 
animal in the world – are consistently at risk of falling into the hands of illegal traders, who then export 
the animals into destinations such as China for their use in medicines. The sanctuary works to rescue 
animals from all illegal activites including the exotic pet trade. 

While the sanctuary team work hard to combat some of Southeast Asia’s most pressing issues, their main 
priority lies closer to home. Originally, the sanctuary grounds were home to Laos Zoo, an institution 
which had unfortunately failed to provide sufficient care to the hundreds of animals in their care. Then, in 
2018, the zoo was then taken over by a new management team who transformed it into the Laos Wildlife 
Sanctuary with the aim to rescue, rehabilitate, and release all Laos species from the illegal wildlife trade. 
Today, the old Laos Zoo has been transformed into a suitable temporary home for a wealth of animals 
and also serves as a refuge for rescued wildlife, though further work must be carried out as to ensure 
their enduring safety and well-being.

Laos Wildlife SanctuaryThe

By volunteering at the Laos Wildlife Sanctuary, you 
will help to provide long-term care for the animals 
here, either by constructing new enclosures for 
them or improving old structures. You will also 
assist in enriching the lives of the animals which, in 
turn, will make their time at the sanctuary more 
enjoyable – and may also contribute towards their 
rehabilitation. While it is not possible for all of the 
animals at the sanctuary to be released into the 
wild, it is hoped that as many animals as possible 
will be granted a second chance at life in their 
natural habitat. Additionally, the sanctuary serves as 
a focal point of education about conservation and 
the environment, teaching the local communities 
about their native wildlife and the value of living 
harmoniously alongside them. This is an excellent 
way to encourage lasting change in Laos, and is 
certainly an aim of exceptional importance.

Whether providing continued care for injured or 
habituated animals at the sanctuary, or contributing 
to the rehabilitation of those which may someday 
live independently, your time at the Laos Wildlife 
Sanctuary is sure to have a positive impact on 
many of Asia’s most incredible inhabitants.



Enrichment
Prior to the arrival of a new management team, the animals at the 
former Laos Zoo had sadly spent many years without any form of 
physical or mental stimulation. Enrichment is essential to ensuring the 
animals maintain a healthy physical and mental state. The team at the 
sanctuary are committed to providing enrichment that is tailored to 
stimulating natural behaviours and responses to create the 
best-possible quality of life for these animals.  As a volunteer, you will 
help put together a range of puzzles and tasks where new ideas are 
welcome. By encouraging the animals to engage in these activites, you 
will be helping to alleviate their boredom and stress levels, and in some 
instances it may even contribute to an animal’s rehabilitation. 
Enrichment is equally important for the sanctuary’s permanent 
residents which in turn, makes this one of the most important and 
rewarding activities of the whole project.

Animal Feeding
With more than 400 animals residing at the sanctuary, it is important 
that enough meals are prepared to keep them well fed and healthy! 
Balanced and nutritious meals need to be prepared each day, and these 
meals then have to be distributed across the sanctuary. There are many 
different species found at the sanctuary, all with their own individual 
meal requirements, so this is a fantastic opportunity to learn more 
about your favourite animals as you come face-to-face with them at 
their mealtimes. From macaques to bears, crocodiles and more, this is 
a great chance to familiarise yourself with some of Asia’s most 
interesting animals.

Activities

Construction Projects
The team strive to continually make improvements for the animals in their 
care which may include the construction of new enclosures, as well as the 
repair of exisiting ones.  New animals can arrive at the sanctuary at any 
time, and having a safe place for them to live is a vital part of the project. 

In addition to larger construction projects, you may also find yourself 
taking part in some smaller general maintenance tasks, such as small 
repairs, painting, and gardening, so be ready to get involved wherever you 
may be needed! From building homes for new arrivals to constructing 
climbing towers and swimming pools for the sanctuary’s more active 
animals, your assistance on this project will aid the sanctuary’s ongoing 
transformation from a run-down zoo to a world-class wildlife sanctuary.



Enclosure Cleaning
Building and restoring enclosures is just part of what it takes to create a 
suitable home for the sanctuary’s animals: it’s also important to keep 
them well-maintained! Husbandry is a major part of caring for the 
animals and during your time on the project you will help to clean and 
maintain various types of enclosures, ensuring that these areas are 
habitable for each of the residents at the sanctuary.

During this activity, you will observe as a keeper tempts each animal out 
of its enclosure and into an empty space next door. As you begin to clean 
their living space, you may feel as if you’re being watched – this is because 
some of the animals like to keep a curious eye on you as you carry out 
your work! 

Free Time
Outside of your volunteering hours, you are welcome to unwind at the 
volunteer house. Whether getting to know your fellow volunteers 
better over a competitive board game, watching a film together on 
movie nights, or reading a good book in the comfort of your room, you 
will have plenty of opportunity to relax at the end of each day. Sundays 
are also nominated as free time, and you may wish to visit a nearby 
resort in order to make use of their pool and facilities! This particular 
time away from the project site does incur a small fee, but a little time 
spent poolside is certainly something to look forward to.  Alternatively 
you may wish to visit some of the shops, markets or bars in the local 
area as you immerse yourself in Laos’s culture.
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Days 2-14

A Typical Example Of Your Daily Schedule

7:00am  Your day begins at around 7:00am when you will meet with your group for  
  breakfast. During this time your project coordinator will arrive at the   

   volunteer house to brief you and allocate your activites for the day. Following  
   this, you and your fellow volunteers will get started with your daily tasks.

7:30am     Morning activites will involve food preparation for the 400+ hungry residents.  
   It’s also important to carry out health checks and observations and report any  
   health concerns to sanctuary staff. Following this, get creative and come up  
   with new enrichment ideas to keep the animals stimulated and healthy! 

11:00am  You will now break for lunch, and you can relax for a short while as a meal is  
   prepared for you and your group with locally-sourced vegan or vegetarian  
   options delivered to the volunteer house.

12:30pm  After lunch, you will continue with ongoing building or husbandry activities  
   such as the cleaning of enclosures and the feeding of more animals. There  
   may also be an opportunity to provide enrichment for the nocturnal animals  
   at the sanctuary, such as the binturongs and leopards!     
  

5:00pm   Your hard day’s work will now draw to a close, meaning you are free to   
   unwind. You will join your group for an evening meal which will be prepared  
   and delivered to you at the volunteer house, before taking the rest of the  
   evening at leisure.

After arriving into Vientiane 
International Airport, or after 
spending one night in the 
centre of Vientiane, you will 
be collected by a member of 
staff or a trusted taxi service 
and transferred to the project 
site (approximately a 
two-hour drive). You will be 
given time to settle into your 
accommodation before being 
shown around to learn more 
about the facilities, health and 
safety and other policies in 
place here.

Day 1 Day 15
These are your project days 
and you will follow a schedule 
similar to the one shown 
below. Each day begins at 
around 7:00am and ends at 
roughly 4:00pm, though please 
note that some days may run 
earlier or later than this. 
Sundays are typically 
nominated as your day off, 
and you will be free to spend 
this time as you wish - so why 
not take some time to 
explore the local area?

Today is your final day, and 
after saying goodbye to your 
fellow volunteers and the 
animals at the sanctuary, you 
will be transferred back to the 
airport either in time to catch 
your return flight home, or to 
continue with your own 
independent travel plans.

Itinerary



During your time on the project, you will stay in one of five bungalows located on-site. Two people will be 
allocated to each bungalow on a same-sex basis, though couples, families or friends may be accommodated 
together upon request. All bungalows have electrical outlets, so you can keep your phone, camera or 
other devices fully charged. Fresh linens are provided on arrival and more can be requested if needed. 
Laundry facilities are available free of charge for your use.

There are also two shower blocks which are seperated by gender, and each block is fitted with 
western-style toilets and features both a hot and cold shower.

Accommodation

Three meals per day are provided during your stay at the sanctuary, though you will prepare your own 
breakfast using the ingredients bought in for you (such as eggs, bread, milk and cereals). Lunch and dinner 
are prepared for you by a local restaurant and delivered to the volunteer house, and each week you get to 
choose from a range of meals. In addition, drinking water is available throughout the sanctuary grounds. 

There are a small number of shops situated close to the sanctuary, so you can purchase snacks, soft drinks 
and alcohol if you wish. If possible, you should return any glass bottles to the stores that you bought them 
from, as the shopkeepers can get money back by handing the bottles back to the brewery, making this a 
great way to incentivise recycling whilst also supporting local businesses!
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• Accommodation

• English-speaking project coordinators

• Three meals per day

• A donation to the project

• Return airport transfers from Vientiane

• Flights

• Visas

• Travel insurance

What’s Included Not Included

Volunteer Reviews

“I made so many 
fabulous memories it’s 
difficult to choose just 
one, maybe watching 

the gentle natured 
binturongs sharing the 

ice treats we made 
them.”

“My favourite 
memory was the 
first time I gave 

enrichment to the 
black bears. Seeing 

them run and play with 
the toys we made 
was  incredible!”

“Completely amazing 
opportunity and 

experience. I’m so glad 
that I went to do this as 
projects like these make 
such a huge difference 
for the quality of life of 

the animals.”

GailKaren Georgina
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Becoming a volunteer at the Laos Wildlife Sanctuary is simple, and you can help make a 
difference to wildlife conservation efforts in just a few simple steps...
Becoming a volunteer at the Laos Wildlife Sanctuary is simple, and you can help make a 

What Next?

Visit the website to 
select your start date 

and how long you 
would like to 
volunteer for.

#thegreatprojects

www.thegreatprojects.com

+44 (0)208 885 4987

Secure your place 
online by paying a 

deposit of £195. You’ll 
have up to 60 days 

before your start date 
to pay your remaining 

balance.

Prepare for your trip 
and ask your 

dedicated travel 
expert any questions 
before packing your 

bags and heading off 
to Laos!

Finally, have an 
incredible time and 

don’t forget to send in 
or tag us in your 

photos!


